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_As ordered by the Mississippi Annual Conference of the M. E. 
Churéh South, at its last sitting, the Methodist Sunday School Con- ~ 
vention assembled this morning at 10.0’clock in the Methodist Church 
of this city. 8 

n motion of ‘Rey: Te Ke Godfrey, Rey. Levi yeh e was elected. 
President - pro “¢em., called the Convention to order, and invited Rev. 
Benj. J ones to open the Convention with religious services, which he 
did by reading the 52d chapter of Isaiah, and offering prayer; after 
which, upon ‘motion, Will O. Crutcher and J. A. Godfre: y were ap- 
pointed Secretaries pro tem. 

‘The President then ordered the Secretary to call the-names of the 
Delegates who had reported, themselves as representatives from-the 
pene Stations, Circuits, and Schools in the Conference, and the 
following, were found. present, and answered to their names : 


From Natchez Station.........sceseeee. be Ad. ob Rey. W. C. CHAMBERLAIN. 
5 W oogyeliesStatiqn 0. 6. . Sm a... . oye tp case sess HV, JAS, A. GODFREY. 
ays &., Clinton Station, Laws Mag AY? Se Raw i SAS? Li FORSYTH, 
Port Gipsom Statlot.s. angie .24¢-saie 4 begielaamels Rev. BENJAMIN JONES. 
5 of OCKky Springs Station....... SS SRE OS oe eae Rey. L. KENDAL. 
ileusinn i i ghee School. . es wah se eae et ine igh Rev, D. A. J. PARKER, 
te faseacd> 60) “Yd eatan, .i QUOD. OSUR AGI. fO.00L8 W.F. LOTT, Esa.: 
6é «“ ae fe vee, ee ee eee is J. HE. RIVES, Esq. 
,* Liberty, ¥ SIS: os Ne a a ae ae SMITH, lisa. 
“a wb yuekeon eR, OO POISON | 8 visseetsss BEV. W. HARRINGTON. 
gia ee SOLES. OLA Hat THOMAS REED, Esq.) 
°F AGS DIME ISHICE. « naknwnrye dmgiys es eee. ...REV. LEVI PEARCE. 
«Warren Circuit........ Ry Stade OE ond cone Su MNRE 2 Gi aouauehe he Rev. J. D. NEWSOM. 
PORE TORSE, Btation st. FOR Se TO YH Cou. J. W. VICK. 
pa ay oT: bia ewe corm). .d. aS Rev. GEO, H. CLINTON. 
rE py a“ vr: | eee, aS eee Ruv. C. K, MARSHALL. 
eB HRN GATE sha} boi Ein ates eee WILL O. CRUTCHER. 
TOL a sahiinsts saaday. Os OURO. B RETO, BiG Rey. A. COLEMAN. 
«ig Canton 'Station........s iE oli -tad. bobo. azagld. oe Rev. W. F. CAMP. 
«© @anton Sunday ONC as Be. ceband oe eareenat t J. T. CAMERON, Esa. 
BF TOPO OUALIOI,. «.s-srary vino a.0 4 Sie er re Ruy. H. H. MONTGOMERY. 
. dort~Tacksamy Ea Circuits ca eVen eine case os Rev. VERNON JOHNSON. 
of Warren "Circuit, ‘ Bisievenetcos Gist oct gp gery mL bears Rev. W.M. GLASS... 
«German notin meripeqapelpmaealinaien: x Wimtutmtaaial) nals GOTTSHALL, 
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Rev. J. Ebbert, from Memphis Conference, being present, was in- 
vited and took his seat as a member of the Conyention. _ 

On motion of Rev. Geo. H. Clinton, the President was requested to 
appoint a Committee of five to nominate permanent officers for the 
Convention. ° Whereupon the President appointed upon that Committee 
the following gentlemen : | _ 


Revs. H. H. Monrgomesry, J. L. Forsyrn, J. A. Goprrey, Gxo. 
H. Cuxrnron, and Rost. H. Saurrx, Esq. 

Who after a short absence returned, and, through their Chairman, 
nominated the following officers : 

For President—Tuomas R&eEp. 

For Vice Presidents—L. Prarcz, J. F. Rivas, W. Harrineron, J. 
W. Vick. 

For Secretaries—Jas. A. Goprrey, Witt O. Crutousr, J. T. 
CAMERON. 

For Treasurer—C. K. Marsnwatt. 


Which nomination was unanimously sustained by the Convention, 
and officers declared duly elected. 

The President elect, Thomas Read Esq., was then introduced to the 
Convention by Rey. L. Pearce, and in a few appropriate and eloquent 
remarks, thanked the members for the honor, accepted the position and 
called the Convention to order. 

Rev. L. Pearce next read a series of Rules and Regulations for the 
government of the Convention, which, after a few alterations, were 
adopted to read as follows : 3 

First—This Convention shall be governed by the rules which gen- 
erally govern religious assemblies. 

Second—The Chair shall appoint all Committees, unless otherwise 
ordered. 

Third—The hour for meeting in the morning shall be 8 o’clock, and 
that of adjournment 2 o’clock P. M. 

Fourth—The Convention shall be opened and closed with religious 
services. | 

Fifth—No speaker shall be allowed more than ten minutes, nor to 
speak more than twice on the same question, unless by the consent of 
the Convention. 

Rey. C. K. Marshall moved that a Committee be appointed to desig- 
nate the proper order of public services to be observed during the 
session of the Convention, to report speakers, etc.; whereupon the 
Chair appointed Messrs. Pearce, Montgomery and Vick said Commit- 
tee, and upon motion Rev. G. H. Clinton was added thereto. 

On motion of Rev G. H. Clinton, Messrs. Jones, Harrington, Smith, 
Forsyth and Vick were appointed a Committee to report business for 
the Convention, who then retired for the purpose of making up their 
report. 

‘On motion of Rev. H. H. Montgomery, all persons present—not 
members of the Convention—who felt interested in the cause, were 
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invited to take seats and participate in the business of the Convention. 

Rey. L. Pearce, from the Committee on Public Services, reported 
that addresses would be delivered to-night by Rev. J. Ebbert, of Mem- 
phis Conference, and Rev. Dr. Marshall, of Vicksburg. . 

The Committee on General Business next reported, through their 
Chairman, Rey. B. Jones, that they recommended the following sub- 
jects as the business for the Convention, and that a Committee of three 
for each head be appointed to prepare answers to the questions em- 
braced under each division, viz: | 


First—The importance of Sunday Schools. What is their influ- 
ence upon the Scholars, the Church, and the Community ? 

Second—GovirnMent.——-What Constitution is recommended ? 

Third—Orricers.—Who shall constitute its officers, and how shall 
they be appointed ? 

Would it not be advisable that the Superintendent make a quarterly 
report of the condition of their schools before the church and congre- 
gation ? 


Fourth —The Church and Sunday Schools. Is the Sunday School | 


a Church organization ? 


What are the duties of the Church to the Sunday Schools, and how 
ean its members and friends be best interested in them? 

What are the duties of parents to the Sunday Schools and their 
children? : 

What is the best method of building up and sustaining a Sunday 
School ? 

How should the Schools be opened, arranged and conducted? 


What should be done to promote the Sunday School cause, in dis- _ 


tricts where they are not in existence ? 
When and how should Sunday School anniversaries be conducted ? 


Hyfth—-ScuoLars.— What relations do Sunday School scholars sus- 
tain to the Church? What are the proper limits of Sunday School 
instruction? May we not expect the early conversion of Sunday 
Sehool scholars, and ought we not to labor for the accomplishment of 
that end? At what age may children be brought into the Sunday 
School, and how best promote their instruction ? 


Siath——LirERatuRE.——W ould it not be advisable to adopt a uniform 
course of instruction, from the infant to the Bible Class? Is it not 
advisable to have a class on the Bible as to Divinity and Church polity ? 


Seventh-—Ministry.--What are the relations of the Ministry, and 
its duties to the Sunday School cause ? 

Is it advisable that the Pastor catechise the children under his 
charge at times ? 

Highth-—What is the best method of raising funds for the School ? 

Ought the Sunday School Visitor and other tracts to be gratuitously 
distributed to the scholars ? 
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How can a benevolent and missionary spirit and plan be encrafted 
in the Sunday Schools ? | 
The Chair then proceeded to appoint, on the foregoing resolutions, 
the following Committees : : Bi eds 5 
_. On Importance or Sunpay Scnoors-—Dr. W. F. Camp, Chairman ; 
L. Kendal, D. A. J. Parker. : 
Ox Government or Sunpay Scuooits-—W. C. Chamberlain, Chair- 
man; J. 'T’. Cameron, J. D. Newsom. 


On Orricers-—J, L. Forsyth, Chairman; J. W. Vick, J. H. Shelton. 


On Rexation or Cuurcn to Sunpay Scroors——Levi Pearce, Chair- 
man; J. F. Rives, Wm. Glass. 


, On Scuotars——B. Jones, Chairman; J. Ebbert, Vernon Johnston. 
On Lrrerarure——C. K. Marshall, Chairman ; B. Jones, L. Pearce. 


On Minisrry--H. H. Montgomery, Chairman ; Geo. H. Clinton, A. 
Coleman. 
_ Ow Finance--W. Harrington, Chairman; R. H. Smith, W.. F. 
Loties . 

Rey. H. H. Montgomery handed in the following resolution, which, 
after some discussion, was adopted : 


Resolved, That those Ministers, Superintendents and Delegates pres- 
ent, be requested to hand in a written report to the Convention, of the 
number and condition of the schools in their Circuits or Stations, giving 
number of Teachers, Scholars, Books, Conversions, and any incident of 
history connected with the organization er progress of the Schools. 

A motion to adjourn was next made and recorded, and after a bene- 
diction by Rev. L. Pearce, the Convention adjourned to meet the fol- 
lowing morning at 9 o’cloek. ! 
| . THOS. REED, President. 
J. A. GoDFREY, } | 
Wirt Oy Crurcuger, + Secretaries. 

J.T. CAMERON, ) 
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SECOND DAY. 


Vicxssurc, May 10th, 1860. 


Pursuant to adjournment, the Convention assembled. this morning 
at 9 o’clock, President Reed in the Chair. Convention was opened 
with religious services by Rev. J. L. Forsyth. John W. Burruss, 
delegate from Woodville Station, was introduced to the Convention, and 
took his seat as a member thereof. Roll of Members was then’ called 
and attendance noted. Minutes read and approved. 

Rey. L. Pearce asked to be excused from the Committee on Litera- 
ture, and suggested that J. W. Burruss be appointed in his place. Car- 
ried. 

The President then announced that the reports of Committees would 
be the first business in order ; previous, to which, however, W. FF. Lott 
introduced J. F. Cole, delegate from Reves Chapel. 
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Report on Relation of the Church to Sabbath Schools, 


Committee on the relation of the Church to Sabbath Schools, through 
their Chairman, Rev. L. Pearce, submitted the following report, which 
after a lengthy discussion was amended to read as follows : 

The Committee to whom the relation of Church and Sabbath School 
was referred, beg leave to report : ‘ > 

That, in their estimation, the Sabbath School is no essential part of 
a church organization, but an organization made by” the Church, hold- 
ing a very important place as a means of usefulness in accomplishing 
the purposes of the Church and the salvation’ of the world. °°" . 
_ It becomes consequently, the religious duty of the Churéli to foster 
and encourage Sabbath School instruction. And as-all. parents’ are 
under solemn obligation to impart such instruction to their children. 
as will qualify them for the duties of thig life, and secure. to them the 
advantages of the life to come; and. as the Sabbath. Schoo! affords’the 
best auxiliaries for imparting such instruction, it becomes. their inpera- 
tive duty to.assist in establishing and sustaining, Sabbath Schools in 
their respective neighborhoods. loysnod aid? joskosa yor! sed: 
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In the performance of this duty they should give their Services as. 
instructors or officers in the Sabbath Schools, and where this is im- 
practicable, they should by all possible means hold up the hands of 
those who are actively engaged in these duties by visiting the Schools, 
encouraging their children at home, and by exhibiting such interest as 
will characterize them as true friends of Sabbath Schools. 

Your committee is of opinion that the best method of establishing 


Sabbath Schools is that a suitable discourse be preached upon the sub- - 


ject, and the interest of the community be thus enlisted in favor of the 


enterprise. And to sustain them the most capable and judicious per- _ 


sons must be enlisted as officers and teachers, and these must be scru- 
pulously punctual in the performance of their duty, and the children 
must be encouraged by kindness and suitable rewards to attendance 
and study. 

In order that Sabbath School instruction may be extended into those 
districts of country now destitute, the preachers in charge of such 
work should be required to use their best efforts to create an interest 
on the subject, and the Conference be urged to some steps by which 
the cause may be encouraged by donations of books and periodicals ; 
and in order that this be the more effectually done, the preacher be re- 
quired to ascertain the extent of the destitution and necessities of such 
localities. 

In conclusion, we recommend Sunday School celebrations on such 
occasions, and in such manner as shall best promote a lively interest 


among the pupils and in the community on this subject. 
L. PEARCE, Chairman. 


J. F. RIVES, 
WM. GLASS. 


Relations of the Ministry. 
The Committee on Ministry, through their Chairman, Rev. H. H. 
Montgomery, handed in their report, which was unanimously adopted : 


The Committee to whom was referred the question, What are the 
relations of the Ministry and its duties to the Sunday School Cause ? 
beg leave to submit the following report : ; , 

That the ministry are to be regarded as its warm friends, earnest ad- 
yocates, true counsellors, and the faithful, devoted laborers in the cause. 

The whole work of the ministry will not, cannot be, accomplished 
when they neglect this benevolent christian mission work. 
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It being the special work of the ministry to teach—rightly divide 
the word—give to each his portion on every important and essential 
christian duty—be in season, out of season—and sow beside all waters, 
we believe the ministry should regard the Sabbath School cause as be- 
ing specially connected with its work. As shepherds of the flock, 
to see that special provisions are made for the lambs of the flock—as 
Christ hath commanded: ‘feed them.” ; 

We regard it as the duty of the pastor to preach on the subject of 
Sabbath Schools—their importance, utility, plan of operation, and urge 
the people to become enlisted in the good cause. The discipline of the 
church makes it the duty of the pastor to preach once in six months 
in each congregation on these subjects, which, if done, would result 
in a rich harvest of good to the church and religion. : 

The pastor should endeavor to impress upon the minds of the chil- 
dren, by the interest he takes in the Sunday School, and by his instruc- 
tions publicly and privately, that he is deeply interested and solicitous 
for their conversion. ; 

We believe it to be the duty of the pastor to visit and address th 
Sunday Schools, and in his addresses endeavor to present such truths 
and Bible incidents as will illustrate Bible religion and Bible practice ; 
to meet with the teachers and advise with them as to the best mode of 
teaching, government, and of interesting the children, as well as pa- 
rents, in the school. 

We believe it to be the pastor’s duty in this connection to instruct 


the children as to the ordinances of christianity——the relation they sus- _ 


tain to the church as baptized children ; to ascertain whether they have 
been baptized or not, and where not, to urge upon parents the impor- 
tance of attending to this duty. | 

Hoping that the ministry of our church will in the future be enabled 
to accomplish much more than has been, and that this good cause will 
receive the good will and earnest pious assistance of every member, as 
wellas minister, we would respectfully submit this report. 

Y. H. MONTGOMERY, Chairman. 
 GEO..H. CLINTON, . ha fein 
: A. COLEMAN. 
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Report of Committee on Importance of Sunday Schools. 


The Committee on the Importance of Sunday Schools, presented the 
following report, through their Chairman, Rev. W. F. Camp. 

The Committee on the “Importance of Sabbath Schools,” beg 
leave to report: 

That the subject is so comprehensive, and suggests such a wide 
range of thought, that it is difficult to determine where to commence 
or where to end—embracing as it does almost, if not the entire ground 
upon which this Convention has been called to deliberate. 

If, as will be admitted, youth is the most impressible period of 
our being ; if itis the seed time of life, and the fruit produced depends 
upon the character of the seed sown, at this period how manifestly 


important is it that these be gathered from the word of life, and that 


the great truths of the Bible, which are to influence and tell upon the 
destinies of the individual not only for time but eternity, be early and in- 
dellibly impressed upon the heart, before sin has produced its blinding 
and hardening influence. Is is true that in the family circle, and around 
the family altar, these truths are sometimes enforced, but when we 
recollect how many families there are in which no family altar is 
erected, and no religious influence brought to bear, the absolute im- 
portance of some organization connected with the church, which would 
embrace under its fostering care all conditions and classes, will mani- 
festly appear. 

The Sabbath School meets that great want of the chureh, and eter- 
nity alone will disclose the unspeakable benefits which have accrued 
to individuals, the church, and the world, since the first Sabbath School 
was inaugurated. 

The importance of Sabbath schools upon the individual. It meets 
him just at that period when he is most impressible, and most needs 
guidance, and confers upon him the moral instruction he requires, and 
which is to be found nowhere else. 

The knowledge of the scriptures is calculated to make ‘“ wise unto 
salvation.” The intellect must first be improved, and the judgment 
convinced before the heart can be reached, and these are the ends kept 
steadily in view by the Sabbath School, and its history leads us to the 
pleasing conclusion that its tendency is to make those brought under 


its influence christians, scholars, and gentlemen. We need not go. 


outside of this city or this church in which we are assembled, to find 
illustrations of this truth. We meet them every where in the walks of life. 

In connection with the church, we owe special duties in relation to 
Sabbath Schools; and in turn the church proposes a long list of bles- 
sings as the result of faithful Sabbath School application, and who can 
calculate the benefit to the world at large. It reforms and saves thou- 
sands of precious souls, and in process of this glorious consummation, 
prepares others for lives of usefulness and honor in the sphere, in which 
by Providence they are called to move. — 
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In view, finally, of the importance of this subject, the following 
resolutions are respectfully submitted : 

Resolved,—1. That, next to the Church proper, the Sabbath School 
is the most important church organization of the age, in the great 
work of promoting the Redeemer’s Kingdom. 

2. That, as ministers of the Gospel and officers of the institution, 
we realize the conviction that our duties in the premises cannot be 
neglected and we remain guiltless. 

WM. F. CAMP, Chairman. 
L. KENDAL. | 
D. H. J. PARKER. 

Which was adopted. 


Report of Committee en Government. 


The Committee on Government was next called on to report, and 
through their Chairman, Rev. W. Chamberlain, submitted the fol- 
lowing : . 

The Committee appoinied to report a Constitution for the regula- 
tion of Sundry School Societies, beg leave to report as follows : 


THE MODE OF ORGANIZATION. 


Any number of persons wishing to establish a Sunday School, may 
hold a meeting, and after adopting the following Constitution, proceed 
at once to elect officers and teachers, as provided for in articles 3d and 
12th, after which all their proceedings must be governed by the Rules 
in the Constitution itself, 


F _ CONSTITUTION. xe 


ARTICLE I. 


This Soeiety shall be called the Sunday School Society of -, 
auxiliary to the Sunday School Society of the Methodist Hpiscopa 


Church South, and connected with the Quarterly Conference of , 


ARTICLE Il. 
the object of this Society shall be to, sustain a Sabbath School at 


ay 
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> ARTICLE IIT. 


The officers of this Society shall be a Superintendent, an Assistant 


bE Superintendent, Secretary, Treasurer, Librarian, Assistant Librarian, 
fi ' and two visitors, one male and one female, who shall be elected annu- 
i ally, by ballot, on the ———— Sunday in-———— (month, ) or as soon 


thereafter as practicable. 
3 ARTICLE Iy. 


The officers of this Society shall be its Board of Managers to per- 
form its business in the interim of its meetings. 


| ARTICLE V. 
Any person contributing to the funds of this Society (not less than 
fifty eents) annually, in advance, shall be a member, and Ten Dollars 


4 . paid at once shall constitute a Life Member. The officers, teachers and 
ai preachers of the Circuit or Station, shall be ex-officio members of this 
F Society. | 

, i ARTICLE VI. 

| Regular meetings of this Society shall be held on of every 


uF month, for the transaction of such business as relates to the interests 
a of the Society and Sehool, at which the following order shall be ob- 


| served: Ist, Singing and Prayer ; 2d, Reading the Minutes; 3d, 
- Unfinished business ; 4th, Reports ; 5th, Miscellaneous business. 


ARTICLE VII. 

Special meetings of the Society may be called by the Superintend- 

ent, preacher in charge, or by three of the Board of Managers, and 
five members shall constitute a quorum for business. : 


ARTICLE VIII. 


The Superintendent shall preside at all meetings of the Society and 
Board of Managers, or secure the Presidency of the preacher in ~ 
charge; to open school, by reading the seriptures, singing and prayer, 
and close by singing ; to arrange, number and seat the classes ; also to 
make transfers from one class to another, whenever, in his judgment, 
the interests of the school require it; to maintain a vigorous adminis- 
tration of every department of the school, and to see that everything 
is conducted ifia manner becoming the Sabbath and the house of God. , 

The above duties shall devolve on the Assistant Superintendent when 
the Prineipal is absent. 


ARTICLE IX. 

‘The Secretary shall keep the regular minutes of the Society and the 
School, record the names of the teachers and scholars, keep a register — 
of the officers and teachers in attendance, make a monthly report to 
the Society meeting, and a quarterly report to the Preacher in charge 
of the statistics. 
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ARTICLE X. 


The duty of the Treasurer shall be to receive and hold the funds, 
paying them out as the Society may direct, and make reports of the 
same at its annual meetings. 


ARTICLE XI. 


The Librarian and his assistant shall take charge of the books and 
periodicals of the School, subject to such rules as the Society may 
adopt, 


ARTICLE XII. 


All the teachers must be elected by the Society. New teachers 
may be admitted by the Superintendent, but shall not be considered 
members of the Society until admitted by vote. 


ARTI(LE x1t.—Duties of Teachers. 


1. To Be punctual in attendance at every session of the school, and 
and in case of necessary absence, to provide a substitute. 

2. To preserve order in their several classes ; to permit no soholar to 
go out without sufficient reason; and report to the Superintendent 
every violation of the rules. . | 

3. To make all possible exertions to promote the general good of the 
school; to visit their scholars when sick or absent, and to secure in 
the highest practicable degree the advancement of their scholars, both 
in knowledge and piety. 


ARTICLE XIV. 


Ii shall be the duty of the visitors to attend the sessions of the 
School as often as possible, to visit and enquire after absentees ; to 


- bring in new scholars, and attend to such other matters pertaining to 


the school as the Superintendent may suggest. 


ARTICLE XV. 


Vacancies in the offices may be filled at any monthly or special 
meeting, one week’s notice having been given of the election. 


ARTICLE XVI. 


No one shall be considered a scholar until his or her name is re- 
ported to the Superintendent and duly registered by the Secretary. 
All scholars are expected to remain in the classes, unless the Superin- 
tendent shall make or consent to a change. 


Duties of Scholars. 


1, To be regular in attendance, and punctual to the time appointed 
for opening the school. 2. To rise and stand during singing and to 
kneel and preserve perfect order during prayer. 3. To pay a strict and 
respectful attention to whatever the teacher or superintendent shall say 
or request. 4, To avoid all whispering, laughing or other improper 
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> conduct. 5. To remain in their seats until the school is regularly dis- 
missed, unless permission to retire shall be granted by the teacher. 6. 
Any scholar guilty of improper conduct may be suspended or expelled 
" from the school by the Board of Managers. 


The Society may make such rules and arrangements, in regard to 
tickets and rewards as they may think best, to promote the interest of 
the school. 


ARTICLE XVIII. 


ARTICLE XVII. 

This Constitution shall not be altered, except by two-thirds of all | | 

the members present at a regular meeting called for that purpose. | 
W. C. CHAMBERLAIN, Chairman. 
JOSEPH D. NEWSOM. 


JOHN T. CAMERON. 


Report of Committee on Officers. 


~The Report of Committee on Officers was next handed in by Rev. 
J. L. Forsyth, Chairman, and was adopted to read as follows: 


The Committee on Sabbath School officers report: That the officers 
7 should be a Superintendent, Secretary, Librarian, and Treasurer. We 
a ig think they ought to be chosen by the Sunday School Society, where 
| one exists, otherwise by the teachers. The duties of a superintendent 
are to open the school by reading a portion of the scriptures, singing, 
. and prayer ;.to examine and instruct the school; to receive and ap- 
S point teachers to the different classes; to read semi-annually to the - 
a3 teachers and scholars the rules of the school; to see ‘that these rules 
a are properly observed, and that good order is maintained in every de- 
| partment of the business of the school; to make quarterly reports of 
| the condition of his school to the chureh and congregation. 
| The duties of the Secretary: To admit, under the direction of the 
| | superintendent, all scholars into the school, and enter their names on 
f the register at the time of admission, to note the attendance of the 
| teaehers and scholars together with any other events of importance to 
the school. | | 
The duties of Librarian: To have the oversight and care of all the 
books of the Library, and to keep on hand a catalogue of the same ; to 
: keep an accurate account of all books loaned out, and charge the teach- 
| ers with those received by their respective classes. It is the duty of 
| the Treasurer to receive all funds raised for Sabbath School purposes ; 
| pay all bills by order of the teachers meeting, and report quartely, 
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As it regards the qualifications of these officers, your Committee 


respectfully suggest: That (whenever practicable to find such) they 
ought to be men of good moral character, true piety, souud judgment 
and discretion. The Superintendent, especially, should possess these 
qualifications, and also a correct knowledge of the doctrines and polity 
of our church. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. | 
J. L: FORSYTH, Chairman. 
J. W. VICK. | 
J. H. SHELTON. 


Report of Committee on Scholars. 


The Committee on Scholars, through their Chairman, Rev. B. Jones, 
submitted the following report, which was received : 

The Gommittee to whom was referred the business under the head 
‘‘ Scholars,’”’ report as follows : 

“What relation do Sunday School scholars sustain to the church ?” 

Scholars do not, by virtue of their being scholars, become members 
of the church, but are placed immediately under its influence. When- 
ever a child enters one of our Sunday Schools, the church should feel 
itself responsible for its proper spiritual training ; her duty is like that 
of parent, teacher and preacher combined. 

“At what age may children be brought into the Sunday School ?” . 

An infant class may be formed of children of three years old and 
upwards. As soon as a child ean speak plainly it may be brougnt 
under oral instruction, and thus learn to fear sin before 1 begins to 
commit it, and to serve God before it enters the service of Devil. 

The manner of conducting such an infant class is a matter of much 
importance. A. suitable room, separate from other classes, neat and 
comfortable, arranged so that every child can distinctly see the teacher, 
to be provided. A suitable teacher—a woman, a mother—edueated 
and refined, of deep and fervent piety, whose heart is full of love, 
whose prayers are prayers of faith—one who knows the meaning and 
feels the force of the language, “‘ofsuch is the kingdom of heaven,” 
should be selected. The exercises should be short and varied, fre- 
quently changing their position and interspersing other instructions 
with singing. 

Such may be the outline of a plan of instruction. 

‘What is the proper limit of Sunday School instruction ?”” 

Instruction in Sunday School should be devoted mainly to spiritual 
life—to the salvation of the soul, and whatever diverts from this first 
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and all important object should be avoided. Children may be taught 
to spell and read in Sunday School, in neighborhoods where no day 
schools exist, but in all cases where they have other means of learning 
these things, Sunday School instruction should be made to tend di- 
rectly and only to the knowledge of God and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
giving oral instruction to those who cannot read. 

The Bible, its geography, history, Chronology, doctrines and pro- 
phecies, the polity of the church, with all its distinguishing features, 
may be taught in full. 

‘May we not expect the early conversion of Sunday School schol- 
ars, and ought we not to labor for the accomplishment of that end ?”” 


We may expect early conversions. Facts show, experience proves, 
that the spirit of God moves upon and awakens the mind in very 
early life to the beauty and value of a life of piety. ‘The dews of hea- 
venly mercy condense upon the soul in.the morning of life, and. 
and the beams of truth pour their sanctifying rays, unobstructed by 
clouds of sin, upon the hearts of ehildren, and when the church be- 
comes a co-worker with God in bringing the young under these gra- 
cious influences, glorious results follow. | 

No Sunday School teacher should be content until the heart of every 
pupil is laid upon the altar as a sacrifice to God ; and we believe that 
where proper efforts are made, and firm trust is reposed in the prom- 
wes of God, few children will pass through our instruction without 
baving the faith that saves from sin and the spirit that glorifies God. 
And what can be more worthy of our efforts then bringing souls to 
Christ? What can so fully establish the kingdom of Christ in the 
world as a trained band of converted souls? Let us by all means in 
our power bring our children to the fountain opened in the House of 


- David for sin and uncleanliness. 


~ Your Committee submit these answers to the question propounded 
to them with diffidence and distrust. 
, B. JONES, Chairman. 
J. EBBERT. 
VERNON JOHNSTON. 


Report of Committee on Finances. 


The Committee on Finances, by their Chairman, Rev. W. Harring- 
ton, offered the following report, which was received: 

The Committee on Finances beg leave to make the following re- 
port : 

1. What is the best method of raising funds for the schools ? 


We would recommend that there be semi-annual collections taken — 


up in each congregation for their respective schools, and where there 
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are no schools in the congregation, or the amount be more than their 
respective schools require, it be-subject to the control of the Quarterly 
Conference, for Sunday School purposes. x 
2. Ought the S. S. Visitor, and other Tracts, to be gratuitously 
distributed to thesscholars?  _ 
We beg leave to report, they should not. 
3. How can a benevolent and missionary plan and spirit-be en- 
grafted into the schools ? = 
We recommend that each Sunday School be formed into a mission- 
ary and benevolent society; and that the several classes be encouraged 
by their teachers, or the Superintendent, to contribute to the cause of 
missions, and to supply poor children with suitable clothing to attend 
their schools; and furthermore, with the view of giving interest to each 
school in the great work of the salvation of the Heathen, as well as 
home ntissions, that the school control their own missionary funds. 
And we recommend these Sunday School missionary Societies in the 
several Quarterly Conferences to select and educate at least one Hea- 
then child. . 
We also recommend that there be made a quarterly exhibit of the 
eontributions of cach class in the school, before the school. 
W. HARRINGTON, 
ROBT. H. SMITH. + Committee. 
W. F. LOTT. 


The Committee on Literature not being ready to report, were granted’ 
further time. Rev. H. H. Montgomery begged leave to intreduce the, 


following resolution: 

Resolved, 1st, That this Convention have its next annual meeting 
at Jackson, Miss,, on the third Wednesday in June. 1861. Carried. : 

Resolved, 2d, That we request all the local and itinerant ministers 
in our boundaries to attend it, and each sabbath school to send a dele- 
cate. Carried. 

Resolved, 3d, That Revs. W. Harrington, W. C. Chamberlain, Geo. 
H. Clinton, W. I’. Camp and J. W. Burruss Esq., be appointed a Com. 
mittee gf arrangements, to select speakers, and make any other ar- 
rangements they may deem necessary. Carried. : 

The Chair then calied for the reports of the ministers, superintend- 
ents and delegates from. the various sunday schools within the limits 
of this Convention, and several very interesting reperts were read, 
showing a healthy and flattering condition of most of the schools 
heard frem. 

Upon motion of Rey. J. L. Forsyth, the regular order of business 
was suspended, and the Convention listened to the remarks of Rey. 
W. H. Watkins, upon the death of Rev. B. M. Drakes, and at the 


ee ee en ae 


ifs, 


conclusion of his remarks, the following gentlemen were appointed » 
Committee to draft suitable resolutions expressive of the feeling vl this 
convention: 

Revs. J. L. Forsyth, WH Watkins, J. W. Burruss, and ©. K. Mar- 
shall. 

Rey. W. Harrington arose to avail himself of the opportunity to 
present to this Convention the melancholy intelligence of the death of 
Col. C. 8. Tarpley, who was to have been present during the session of 
this Convention, and who, also, was expected to have taken an active 
part in its deliberations. He submitted the following resolutions, which 
were unanimously adopted : 


Wuereas, In the providence of Almighty God, the Ruler of the Uni- 
verse, it has pleased Him to remove from our midst our beloved brother 
CG. 8. Tarpley, of Jackson, Mississippi; a man of piety and enlarging 
usefulness to the Church—a distinguished citizen whose life and labors 
have been freely given to serve the public welfare. 

Resolved, That while we deeply fee] and mourn ourloss, yet we con- 
fide in the wisdom of Him whose hand afflicts, and rejoice in renewed 
confidence in the power of that grace that so marks his triumph over 
death, as our hope now and ever sufficient. | 

Resolved, That in sincere condolence, we sympathise with his be 
reaved family and friends, and that his family be furnished with a copy 
of these resolutions. | | 

Resolved, Ashe was a member of this Convention, that a copy of 
these resolutions be posted in its minutes, anda copy sent to his afflicted 


family. 


AFTERNOON SESSION—May !0rn. 

Convention was called to order by President Reed, at 4 o’clock, 
Pri. | 

Rev. G. H. Clinton offéred the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Revs. L. Pearce, W. Harrington and Thomas Green, 
Esq., be appointed a committee to memorialize the next annual session 
of the Mississippi Conference on the subject of appointing an agent to 
travel throughout our bounds, to circulate religious literature, establish 
Sunday schools and collect money for the cause. Carried. 

R. N. Smith, Esq., offered the following resolution which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to-present plan of 
the order of business to this Convention at its next meeting. 

The Chair appointed on the above committee, Rev. W. N. Watkins, 
Rey. B. Jones and R. N. Smith, Esq. 
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Key. G. F, Thompson next submitted the following resolution which 
was adopted: 7 + 
Resolved, That all the Sabbath Schools within the bounds of the 
Mississippi Conference, be requested to forward to the next annual 
meeting of this Convention, a report of the condition, how many 
scholar, teachers and officers, How many volumes in library. How 
many Sabbath School visitors taken by school, and how many convel- 
sions of Sabbath School scholars during the year, also amounts collect- 
ed for Sunday School and missionary objects. 
Rev. C. K. Marshall, chairman of committee on literature, submitted 
a report, which upon motion was recommitted to the committee with 
instructions to report to-morrow morning. | 
Upon motion the Convention adjourned to meet the following 
morning at 9 o’clock. | 
THOMAS REED, President. 
J. A. Goprrey, | 
Witt O Crurcumr, + Secretaries. 
J. T. CAMERON. ( 
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THIRD DAY. 


Fripay Morning, May ltith 1860. 


_ Convention convened this morning at 9 o’clock, President Reed in 
the chair. 

Religious services by Rev. W. H. Watkins. Minutes of the last 
meeting read and duly approved. Committee on Literature, through 
their chairman, Rev. C. K. Marshall, submitted the following report, 
which after much discussion, was adonted: 


£ 
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Report on Sabbath Schoo! Literature. 

The Committee to whom was referred the subjeet of Sabbath Schoo! 
Literature, were furnished by the Committee on Business with the fol- 
lowing suggestive summary directing their attention to certain matters 
of special inquiry. 

“Would it not be advisable to adopt a uniform course of instruction 
in our Sabbath Schools, from the infant to the Bible class? Is if not 
advisable to havea class on the Bible as students of divinity, and also 
of Church polity?”’ 

» Sabbath School literature is a subject of vital importance. No in- 
stitution of civilization or religion ever produced in so few years so 
much valuable learning and literature as the Sabbath School has done. 
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‘Phousands of consecrated pens and presses have unceasingly toiled to 
meet the growing wants of the long neglected ehildren and youths of 
Christendom. Since the. institution, like a new epoch in christianity, 
disclosed the claims and wants of the young, and brought to light. the 
means for their supply; and so great has been the zeal and pious toil 
devoted to the work, that Sabbath School pupils now stand on higher 
ground and enjoy vastly greater means and opportunities for biblical 
culture than were possessed by the great mass of parents and Christians 
a few cerituries ago. Surely this uplifting of the young world through 
the Sabbath School, marks a new era in the progress of the Church and 
foreshadows the gathering of all peoples to the King of nations and the 
King of Saints. Besides, each forward step reveals some new want 
and that calls forth new effort, rouses latent talent, employs fresh pens, 
and thus each year brings new offerings to the whole cause. Faithful 
men any women are inspired with the prospect of usefulness, and not 
only emulate each other in teaching, but also in furnishing the increas- 
ing demands for Sunday School literature and biblical instruction. 

Heretofore, however, itis believed our Sunday School text books and 
Hterature have been of two miscellaneous a character; and too much 
distinguished by the inculcation of the elements of moral and religious 
truth, rather than the higher principles and fundamental doctrines 
of the Church and Christianity. The first is indispensable—but the 
last should notbe neglected. With the evidently great advantages of 
such schools, the work of instruction and the aim of enlightened teach- 
ers, should carry the larger pupils up to the highest attainments prac- 
ticuble, and withal it seems everywhere felt as a necessity, that a sys- 
tem should be generally adopted and a series of text books procured, 
with a view to the uniform tuition of the pupils from the “infant up to 
the bible class.’? Such a course would be elementary, progressive, 
complete, in regard to the Bible, its history, biography, lessons and 
doctrines." Many of these we have, others we greatly need. Such a 
series of biblical catechism could not fail, if made perfectly acceptable 
io accomplish immense service in the cause of truth among our rising 
youths. | 

There is also a loud call for small works of another class—-primmers 
and pictorial pages, and little books for little folks of one, two, four or 
six pages, adapted to infant classes and young beginners. And we 
hope‘our numerous ready writers may be induced to consider and sup- 
ply the demand felt by our little friends and infant classes, and no 
longer allow their claims to be overlooked. In some instances our 
Superintendents have obtained a supply of such publications from the 
‘American Union,’ an institution with which as a Church, we have 
no official connexion whatever. 

Respecting the importance of imparting correct views of Church 
polity and government to the more advanced classes, too much cannot 
be said. Our young people are often beset, misled and deceived on the 
subject of what has been denominated Churchianity, often urged with 
greater zeal than Christianity itself. With a view to the proper expo- 
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sition of our ecclesiastical principles and. polity, and the fortifying of 
the minds of the young against annoying assaults, we deem it advisable 
that a suitable catechism should be prepared to meet the necessities of 
the case, amply defending our institutions and government, and adopted 
generally in our Sabbath Schools for the maturer classes. 

Our peculiar doctrines and polity should, by all means, be so taught 
to our children, that the distinctive features of Methodism may be easily 
and thoroughly understood. The broad Catholicity of our Church 
has been its beauty and its boast. But there may be danger of under- 
valuing our own unassailable and blessed doctrines and_ scriptural 
polity. in the broadness. of our charitable concessions to others. 

Now, while we would not abate one jot or tittle of charity and 
brotherly kindness for kindred denominations, but would deplore all 
fanning of the fires of bigotry, or the stimulation of the spirit of in- 
tolerance and sectarianism, we yet regard it due to ourselves, the rising 
generations, nay, the world at large, that our distinguishing peculiari- 
arities, both in doctrine and description, in scriptural essentials and gov- 
ernmental non-essentials, be everywhere taught and enforced in the 
clearest and strongest manner, as revealed in the word of God, and 
everywhere believed by our people. ‘The lessons of the school should 
correspond with the teachings of the pulpit. It is alike their aim and 
duty to teach the word of God—to vindicate the divine name from all 
aspersions—to publish and defend the blessed doctrine of universal 
atonement—-and by all scriptural means accelerate the aims of our Church 
as the pillar and ground of truth. We think we do the cause we love 
and labor for, a great wrong, when we permit appropriate opportunities 
to pass unheeded and unimproved; where we might implant correct 
ideas and principles, and unfolding to the minds of the young, the sub- 
limest views of the Gospel ever preached on earth. And no place is 
more suitable or proper than the Sabbath School for that delightful task. 
By all means let the higher classes be thoroughly informed in theology 
~~Methodistic theology. 7 , 

Your Committee beg leave to offer the following resolutions: 


1. Aesolved, That we earnestly appeal to the several Conferences and 
the Publishing Committee, to consider the necessity of providing for a 
more uniform and extensive course of biblical study, with a view to a 
more general knowledge of the Scriptures by the Sunday School pupils, 
and also the importance of a comprehensive manual on the subject of 
Church polity in catechism form, for the use of such schools and young » 
people generally. 

2. fvesolved, That among the works desired for the further improve- 
ment of Sabbath School instruction, isa text book of general Church 
history, adapted to the inquiries and studies of the larger elasses, and 
we earnestly invite attention to this matter. 

3.. Kesolved, That we recommend to the Pastors of our Churches 
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and Superintendents of our Sabbath Schools, to form classes as far as 


is practicable, from among their maturest pupils, whose studies shall be 
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directed to the distinctive doctrines and polity of our Church, with a 
i] view to the more thorough training of such youths in the cardinal 
doctrines and essential obligations of christianity. All of which is re- 
spectfully submitted. | 
B. JONES, 
J. Cz /BURRUSS, Committee. 
CG. K. MARSHALL. 


a red 


The following resolution was next handed in by R. N. Smith, Esq., 
and unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the members of this Convention, feeling that they 
have been placed undsr many and pleasant obligations for the kind 
courtesies that have been extended to them by the citizens, and for the 
assistance rendered by the Choir and Sabbath Sehool of this place, 
during their stay among them, hereby express their heartfelt thanks for 
the same. | 

Upon motion, the above resolution was ordered to be published in 
the Vicksburg Whig. 

Rev. Levi Pearce next moved that a vote of thanks be tendered to the 
Secretaries, for the able manner with which they have discharged the 
laborious duties of their offices. 

J. W. Burrass, from the committee to report resolutions upon the 
death of Dr. Drake, submitted the following, which was received by 
the Convention witha rising vote, and unanimously adopted. _ 

Upon motion, it was also ordered that the report be published in the 
New Orleans Christain Advocate. 


The sudden and painful death of Rev. B. M. Drake having been 
announced by Rev. W. H. Watkins, to the Convention, a committee of 
four, consisting of Rev. J. L. Forsythe, Rev. W. H. Watkins, Rev. C. 
K. Marshall and J. W. Burruss, was appointed to express the sense 
of this Convention on the occasion. ‘They beg leave to report that 
they find themselves ata loss how to approach this great fact, so pain- 
ful and bewildering. 
i The memorial of Brother Drake is in all the churches in the South- 
| ern part of this Conference. His life was one constant and full conse- 
cration to his office—assumed under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost 
in his boyhood. Nothing was withheld, and he lived fully apprehend- 
ing what he had assumed—the embassy of God to man. With this 


entire devotion, there was mingled no asciticism. ‘Touching the living 
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times about him, at all the points a good man may touch them, he en- 
joyed life in all its blessings, physical, social, ecclesiastical, andindica- 
tedin a thousand ways his quick gratitude to the Giver. Genial, 
gentle, manly, pure, he was worthy of the ardent personal love so 
. many cherished for him. His smile was the sunshine of a sanctified 
| heart-—his very presence was felt to be a blessing. ' 


.= 
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In the pulpit, God was in all his thoughts, and he loved to preach 
the joys of the Great salvation——-eminently a son of consolation. His 
constant and tender interest for children was manifested on every suit- 
able occasion. Those who have attended will never forget his ‘“chil- 
dren’s meetings,’’ held at our camp meetings—the practical fulfilment 
of the Master’s purpose, when he said ‘Suffer Little Children to come 
unto me.’’ 

The Committee beg to present the following resolutions. 


fesolved, That the death of Brother Drake is felt by this Convention 
asone of those losses which leave the heart dumb before God, in silent 
submission to a way that is past finding out. 

Resolved, That while we thus mourn the departure of him who was 
our brother, friend and father, we thank God for the goodly example left 
us by His grace, in the daily life and gracious words of Brother 
Drake. 

Resolved, That we commend his meniory and the example to his 
brethren in the ministry—that they follow him as he followed Christ. 


fesolved, That we beg to offer to the family of Brother Drake, our 
fraternal sympathy in the midst of their deep affliction. 

On motion it was ordered that this report be published in the New 
Orleans Christian Advocate, and a copy sent to the bereaved family. 


Committee to report resolutions upon the death of Hon. 0.8. Tarpley, 
returned the following, which was ordered to be published in the New 
Orleans Christian Advocate. 


HON. C. S. TARPLEY. 
| The death of Hon. C.S. Tarpley, of Jackson, a member of this Con- 


' vention, having also been communicated, the Committee, speaking for 


this body, would record their estimate of him asa man and a Christian. 
We are pleased to bring to the notice of laymen an example of pious 
energy, of manly devotion to Christ and his Church, in the midst of 
many and important secular interests——for while by no means slothful 
in business, he was ina marked degree fervent in spirit, and in all his 
pursuits serving the Lord. . 7 

It would seem thatthe Church could illy spare a man who carried 
the spirit of the christian into the avocations of daily life-——thus bring- 
ing before the world a strong illustration of how well a man may do 
God’s work while busy with those affairs which are apt to delude and 
destroy. We can only say the judgments of God area great deep. 

The Committee would respectfully present these resolutions; 
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2 Resolved, That we have received the intelligence of the death of 
7 Judge Tarpley with profound sorrow, 

Resolved, That while we miss his wise counselsand cordial labors, we 
rejoice to believe that he has entered into his Master’s joy; and that 
thither his good works shall follow him. 

Resolved, That the Convention offer to the bereaved family of our 
honored friend, their respectful salutations and sympathies. 

On motion, it was resolved that the reportbe published in the New 
Orleans Christion Advocate, and a copy sent to the family of the de- 
ceased. 


Rev. W. Harrington moved that a committee of four be appointed to 
{ publish the minutes of the Convention. Carried. 
Tt The Chair appointed the following gentlemen on the above commit- 
tee: Rev. G. H. Clinton, Rev. J. A. Godfrey, R. H. Smith, Esq., Will 
i O, Crutcher, Esq. : 
; Upon motion of Rev. G.H. Clinton, two thousand copies of the pro- 
: ceedings were ordered to be published, and that to defray the expenses 
if of printing, eash member of the Convention be requested to forward 
} to Secretary, such collections as he may beable to make. 
Upon motion of Rev. J. A. Godfrey, the Convention adopted the 
following resolution unanimously. | | 
Resolved, Thata vote of thanks be returned to Thomas Reed, Hsq., 
President of this Convention, for the able manner with which he has 
discharged the duties of the position. 
.,.A motion to adjourn was next made and seconded, previous to 
which however, the President, ina few appropriate remarks, returned 
a. | his thanks to the members of the Conventiou for their punctual at- 
‘(ane tendance, and for their general attention during the session of the 
Convention. | 
Convention then adjourned sine de. : 
THOMAS REED, Pesident. 
J. A. Goprrey, 
Wit O. Crutrcuer, + Secretaries. 
J. T. Cameron, : 


